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A Note from the Principal 

 
Teamwork –  
Together We Make a Difference 
 

One finger can’t lift a pebble. 
   Hopi Saying 

 
 
New beginnings are the eternal symbol of hope and 
confirmation that everything changes, and  
eventually, everything changes for the better.  The 
start of a new school year brings a sense of renewal.  
This year, May Watts School has a new theme and 
a new logo:  
Teamwork – Together We Make A Difference.    
 
At May Watts, we understand that our team includes everyone who enters our doors.  Our 
team includes students, parents, teachers, support staff, and administration.  The best team has 
a clear vision and purpose.  Clearly, we are all here to benefit the 620 children enrolled in our 
school and to prepare them for their adult life in the 21st century.   
    
Please know that you as parents are important stake-holders in the school.  The school alone 
cannot insure that children reach their potential.  We need to be partners in this quest.  As  
educators, we know that developing and maintaining a cooperative relationship with our  
students and parents is what characterizes superior education.   
 
Thank you parents for your continued participation in our school events.  Our Open House and 
Ice-Cream Snocial were very well attended.  The PTA has provided lunches for the staff.   
Parents continue to volunteer in the LMC and Computer Lab.  We have appreciated the help 
for our fourth and fifth grade track and field event and early field trips.  A special thanks goes 
out to Iris Beckers who designed our new logo! 
 
Parents need not only volunteer to be team member.  Spending a few minutes each night  
asking your child what happened in school makes you a valuable teammate.  This is the first in 
the series of newsletter that will be sent throughout the school year.  Please take the time to 
read them and take note of important dates and events.  Also, make sure that you subscribe to 
the May Watts list serve.  Finally, do not ever hesitate to call if you have questions.  The main 
office number is 630-428-6700, and my email address is Mike_Raczak@ipsd.org.   
Together let’s make the 2010/2011 year a championship season!  
 
  
Michael Raczak 
May Watts Principal 
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Box Tops Collected  
As of 9/25/10 

     
 

Teacher             Total 
 
Anco      30   
Baldwin     80   
Baumann   192   
Benyo    133  
Beutler    130   
Brayton        69   
Bronson   174   
Brouch    143   
Cerrato          8   
Chamernik   187   
Covert    184   
Faulhaber              77   
Gaughan     37   
Giarrante   139   
Gilbert    198   
Pedersen   332   
Peterson     25 
Philipp      69   
Schumann     38   
Sobin      61   
Vaid      63   
Wilke    150   
Winslow   142             
Wolfe    180   
Anonymous   165   
___________________________ 
Total              3,006            

Watts Up 

PTA Wants You To Know... 

Box Tops for Education 
 

Box Tops for Education is one of the fundraisers  
used to help support the many events and services  
the PTA provides – those little ten-cent rectangles 
really do add up! 
 

Our first contest between the classes has already  
begun and it ends on Friday, October 15, 2010 –  
the class that collects the most Box Tops wins a  
class party of treats and juice boxes!  Thus far, Ms. Pedersen 5P (332), Ms.  
Gilbert 5G (198), and Ms. Baumann 3BA (192) are in the lead! 
 

How to participate: 

Clip 10¢ Box Tops for Education Labels found on General Mill’s products.  To 
view the complete list of qualifying products look on their www.btfe.com     
website:  http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=3878 

Place your unexpired Box Tops in an envelope or bag with your teacher’s name 
on it (or tape Box Tops to the Halloween collection sheet on page 9).  Also    
submit any store receipts containing Bonus Box Tops including the new Grow 
Local Learning ones.  Optionally, you may include your child’s name on the  
envelope/bag. 

Place your envelope/bag/collection sheets in the Box Tops for Education Box 
near the entrance doors to the LMC. 
 

Consider asking relatives, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and even local       
businesses to save their Box Tops for you as well.  Thank you for your support of 
this program! 
 
Julia Ballent 
Box Tops Chair 
630-717-7285/jtball7@yahoo.com  
 

 Helping Hand Program   
 

The Helping Hand Program was established in Naperville in 1967 by the Naperville Junior 
Women’s Club and the Naperville Police Department. 
 

The program helps a child find adult aid (along the route to school) in an emergency, such 
as when the child is lost, frightened, injured or ill.  The police encourage Helping Hand 
households to display the program’s sign (a white hand on a red background) year-round as 
a crime deterrent, similar to the Neighborhood Watch Program. 
 

The police department does background checks on all adults who volunteer. 
 

To learn more about the program, visit: http://www.naperville.il.us/dynamic_content.aspx?
id=313.  To download an application, visit: http://www.naperville.il.us/emplibrary/HelpingHandAppForm.pdf. 
 

If you’re interested in being a Helping Hands household, you can submit completed applications to me (in a sealed 
envelope, please) or directly to the Naperville  Police Department, Attn: Marcia Schild, 1350 Aurora Avenue, Naper-
ville, IL 60540. 
 

If you are currently a Helping Hand household, thanks for taking part.  I may be contacting you shortly to confirm 
your willingness to continue.  

 
Melanie Hinds  
Helping Hand chair 
630-369-5796/mhinds@wideopenwest.com 
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PTA Wants You To Know... 

October 2010 

From the PTA President 

  

On behalf of the May Watts PTA, welcome back to 

school!  We hope you enjoyed your summer and are  

settled back into the school routine.  The PTA has been 

busy also getting back into the groove.  There are a lot 

of PTA activities ramping up for the year.  Our mission 

is to support and enrich every child’s learning experi-

ence during his/her years as a Wolverine. 

 

The kick-off event of the year was our Back To School 

SNOcial (really, not a typo ... think sno cones).  This 

celebration included music, sno cones, popcorn, and fun 

for students, families, and teachers.  The event took 

place Tuesday, September 21st .  This year, we tried to 

have it outside, but weather did not permit.  We moved 

inside and were still able to enjoy the treats and seeing 

old and new friends.  Later that night, we had our first 

PTA meeting, where we discussed upcoming activities and voted on the budget.  Thank you to all who participated.  

 

This year, the National PTA’s Reflections theme is “Together We Can”.  What better theme  to describe PTA?   

Together… parents, teachers, students… we can… do just about anything!  We are fortunate to have fabulous  

teachers, staff, and parents!  We could not do what we do without the parental involvement we enjoy.  If you have 

not yet become a member, please consider joining now!  We also have many volunteer opportunities that include 

things you do at school and things you can do from home.  Please consider helping out in any small or big way you 

can.  We greatly appreciate any effort. 

 

Enjoy this first newsletter of the year and please take a look around our new website (www.wattspta.org).  Let us 

know what you think and how we can better support the students and parents of May Watts! 
 
Cassie Burns 
May Watts PTA President 

May Watts is going green and we need your help! 
The May Watts PTA formed an environmental committee last year to provide opportunities 
for the school community to reduce our carbon footprint by identifying and coordinating 
programs to help recycle, reduce and reuse. Last year, parent 
volunteer, Hetal Patel, took the lead in starting Waste Free 
Wednesdays.  We are looking for volunteers to further our lunch-
room recycling efforts.  For example, there is a company that will 
pay us $.02 for every Capri Sun pouch we send in, but we need 
volunteers to help coordinate this project.  If you are interested 
in helping out on the environmental committee in any capacity,  
please contact Cindy Brennan, Health and Safety Chair at  
630-369-3949 or 

brennancindy@msn.com. 
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PTA Wants You To Know... 

Watts Up 

Calling all ART STARS! 
 

The PTA sponsored ART  
STARS program brings our own  
May Watts student art gallery to  
the school foyer.  We are in need of some  
new masterpieces to hang there —  
May Watts students, please lend us one of  
YOUR creative works!  We want to add  
your personality and pizzazz to our school’s  
main entrance.  Our suggested Theme for  
October: Harvest Moon.  You can contribute 2D  
or 3D pieces, created at home or in class. 
 
Please label your artwork with your name and classroom and place it in the 
main office in the ART STARS folio or box. 
 
PTA Bulletin Board Committee 
Andrea Hirniak-Sandy,  
630-416-2036/haole67@yahoo.com and  
Paula Popko,  
630-416-8855/leepopko@wideopenwest.com 

Indian Prairie Project Arrow PTA (IPPA PTA)  
 
 

The first meeting of the Indian Prairie Project Arrow PTA (IPPA PTA) took place Tuesday, September 28th, with 
about 50 people from across the district.  Parents met with two members of the IPSD Board of Education (Curt 
Bradshaw and Alka Tyle), three members of the district administration, and several PA teachers (including our own 
Mrs. Tobin!).  This is the second year of this PTA, which already has several activities planned for the year.  IPPA 
PTA meetings are an excellent venue for talking with other parents as well as PA teachers and administrators about 
Project Arrow and the needs and challenges of gifted children.  On the schedule so far: 
 

• Illinois Association for Gifted Children speaker on 2/7/2011 
• Brainetics with Mike Byster at the 2/15/2011 PTA meeting 
• April Springfield Day (date TBD) 

• Chess and tangram tournament for K-8th graders (date TBD) 
• I Survived the Science Fair on 5/11/2011 
 

Everyone is invited to join the IPPA PTA or to attend its next meeting, 
November 15th at 9:30 AM at the 95th Street library.  The cost to join is 
$5.  If you have any questions, please contact Lee Ann Huang (at the 
email address below). 
 

Lee Ann Huang 
IPPA PTA liaison 
lahuang@gmail.com 
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PTA Wants You To Know... 

October 2010 

        Save the Dates Save the Dates Save the Dates Save the Dates  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming soon: oming soon: oming soon: oming soon: ---- Family Math Night  at   May Watts! Family Math Night  at   May Watts! Family Math Night  at   May Watts! Family Math Night  at   May Watts!    
 
Mark your calendars for the dates and time of the events:  
   
Tuesday,   November 16 (Grades K-2) 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Thursday, November 18 (Grades 3-5) 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
 

There will be a variety of math activities and games for all grades, raffle prizes, estimating jars and more! 
 

Plan to join us for an evening of fun and explore the wonders of math with your family! 
 

Family Math Night Registration flyers will be sent home in the month of October – we are currently in the planning 
stages for this year’s event and need volunteers.  If you can help, please contact Archana Sharma (contact informa-
tion below). 
 
Archana Sharma  
Family Math Chair 
630-445-5406/630-864-2068/asharma@cybershala.com 

Indian Prairie Parents' Council 
 
The Indian Prairie Parents' Council (IPPC) is the umbrella organization for the 34 parent teacher association (PTA) 
and parent teacher student association (PTSA) units in District 204.  Each school has a PTA  or PTSA; there are also 
Special Needs and Project Arrow PTAs.  The IPPC membership is comprised of the president and an IPPC           
representative from each unit.  A council provides the opportunity for PTA units to address issues which encompass, 
but reach beyond the local school and neighborhood.  A council heightens awareness, translates resolutions into  
action, and works in coalition with school boards, administrators, and others in the community for the betterment of 
children.  A council provides another opportunity for local units to be involved in child advocacy issues.   
 
An example of the work done by IPPC: each year, the IPPC grants scholarships to graduating seniors, including one 
Special Needs scholarship.  The funds for the scholarships come from donations from local PTA units.  Last year, 
IPPC partnered with State Representative Darlene Senger and District 204 to conduct a Summer Activities Fair that 
showcased a wide spectrum of athletic and academic summer programs.  Each organization that presented at the fair 
paid an entrance fee, all of which was paid to the scholarship fund.  In addition, the IPPC contributes to the Illinois 
PTA Scholarship fund, which grants two scholarships to students in each 
district who intend to pursue a degree in education. 
 
If you would like more information on IPPC, you can visit the website at: 
http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/IPPC/Default.aspx or by going to the IPSD website, 
clicking on Organizations, and then clicking on IPPC. 
 
Karen Altekruse 
IPPC Representative 
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May Watts News 

Watts Up 

Market Day makes meal and 

snack times memorable.  Are 

you   looking for new ideas for 

dinner or snacks?  Check out 

Market Day’s brochure or look online at marketday.com.  Market Day 

is a monthly fundraiser that benefits May Watts PTA’s school pro-

grams and events.  There are new items or offers every month.  Don’t 

miss this month’s specials.  Receive a FREE 4 pack of Chicken 

Steaks with a $90 purchase and save $1 on any 2 spice packs or 

seasoning rubs. Just in time for the upcoming holidays, Market Day 

pies and desserts are back!  Be sure to have some of these family 

favorites on hand.  Plus, it’s bonus days for desserts.  With every 

purchase of French Apple Cream eese Pie, French Silk, Pecan, 

Lemon Supreme, Turtle Cheesecake, Caramel Apple Tarts and others, 

our school earns more! 
 

Market Day pickup is Tuesday, October 26th from 6:00-6:45.  Online 

orders are due Friday, Oct. 22nd 11:00pm. 

PDAC — A Voice for Diversity 
 

The Parent Diversity Advisory Council (PDAC) is a district-wide, parent-run organization that advocates for each 
individual and the diversity of families in District 204.  Begun in 2001, its mission is to positively impact the      
academic achievement of a diverse student population through school-specific outreach efforts that focus on and 
directly address disparate student performance.  Parent representatives from District schools meet once a month to 
address issues of diversity and : 

• share best practices to build bridges of understanding 
 
• access information to advise on school-specific achievement   
      challenges and opportunities 
 

• collaborate on PDAC initiatives/programs such as Dialogue    
      Circles, Cultural Arts fairs and Speaker presentations  
 

 
All parents are invited to attend PDAC meetings which typically take 
place on the first or second Tuesday of each month at the Crouse 
Education Center.  Please Alice Li-Arndt with any questions.    

 
Alice Li-Arndt 
630-689-2427/ali.arndt@yahoo.com 

May Watts PTA launches 

Website! 
 

The May Watts PTA has a new website, created 
to keep you up-to-date on PTA events and activi-
ties and to put forms and documents you need at 
your fingertips.  We've all been there when it's 
time to return the form for the Fun Fair and it's 
nowhere to be found!  Now, the Fun Fair will 
have its own page on the website, including 
forms you can download and return.  If you can-
not recall when the Market Day forms are due, 
check out the new Calendar feature.  We want to 
make it easy for you to get information, commu-
nicate with PTA leaders, get the most out of the 
PTA, and get involved.   
 
You can access the new website by clicking on 
"PTA" on the school website or by going directly 
to: 
 

www.wattspta.org  
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From the School Psychologist’s Desk 
 

My name is Tulin Akin, and I am the school psychologist at May Watts.  I have a lot of roles in your child’s    
building, but one area I can help address is if you have any concerns with your child’s friendships, problem-solving 
skills, motivation, anxiety, emotional well-being, and behaviors.  Along with other areas! 
 

This month, I’d like to provide you with a few back-to-school tips to keep up as the year really gets going. 
• Encourage independence by having your children set their own alarms, and praise them for prompt  
 response to morning schedules, including bus pick-ups 
• Leave plenty of time to get ready and for a good breakfast 
• Set a homework schedule and space. For some children, this means doing their work where they 

can get help from an adult; for others, this means doing homework in a quiet space. Talk with your 
child about what they are learning, and what they find fun and what they find challenging.   

 Learning takes time – encourage your child to be patient and ask questions. 
• Familiarize yourself with your child’s teacher and other school professionals. The principal, front 

office staff, social worker, reading specialist, speech teacher and others – we’d all love to get to 
know more parents and share our resources!  Let anyone who works with your child know the best 
way to contact you.  Let your child know that you communicate with his or her teacher; this helps 
your child understand that school and family are linked, and you care about their learning  

 experience. 
• Encourage your child to become involved in extracurricular activities, but do not overschedule –  
 make sure your child still has time just for fun.  May Watts has lots of fun activities students can 
 get involved in, but look also to the community – there are lots of great activities out there!           
• If you have concerns about your children’s performance or comfort level at school, please contact 

their teacher and/or one of the specialists. We all want school to be a positive experience for chil-
dren, and are here to help! 

 

I work at May Watts on Tuesday afternoons, and Thursday and Friday all day. I’ll be pleased to meet you! 
 
Tulin S. Akin 
May Watts School Psychologist 
          *Please note: tips adapted from “Transition from Elementary to Middle School: Strategies for Educators,” by Valerie Niesen and Paula Sachs-Wise

    

Unleash your artistic talents and participate in the  
2010-2011 Reflections Program!! 

  

Reflections is a national PTA program that offers students  
the opportunity to create works of art for fun and  
recognition inspired by a specific theme.  This year's  
theme is 'Together We Can'.  Students can create and  
submit theme-inspired art in six different areas:  literature,  
musical composition, photography, visual arts, dance  
choreography and film production.   
  
The Reflections form can be found at wattspta.org.  Click  
onto the "Educational Enrichment" link on the left and  
then click "Reflections" .  Some copies of these forms will  
also be available in the May Watts main office.   
Submission deadline for Reflections' projects is  
Friday, October 29, 2010.  
  
Reflections is a great opportunity for our May Watts students to showcase their artistic talents, so don't delay, get 
creative now!  Questions, please contact Suzanne Hribal at suz1019@wowway.com. 

 

May Watts News 
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May Watts News 

Watts Up 

PTA Volunteer Opportunities 
 
PTA works due to the countless hours contributed by our 
valuable volunteers.  Please sign up to be a part of this great 
organization.  There are opportunities for people who want 
to lead and work behind the scenes, people who can work at 
school during the day or at night, and for people who cannot 
help at school, but can do work at home.  There is literally 
something for everyone willing to give a few hours to  
support the kids.  
 
We have immediate needs for the following volunteers: 
Box Tops for Education Chair 
Walk to School Chair 
Reflections Chair/Coordinator 
Family Science Night  Chair 
Parent Education Night/Cultural Night Co-Chair 
 
Box Tops for Education Chair:  Last year, our school  
received over $1,700 just for collecting Box Tops from 
products we use everyday.  The chair of this committee   
coordinates the collection and remittance of Box Tops and 
promotes the collection through listserv messages, class-
room contests, and newsletter articles.  Most of the work can be performed at home.  If interested, please contact 
Julia Ballent.  Click HERE to get more information about the program.   
  
Walk to School Chair:  Each month, we encourage students to walk to school.  We include a special walking    
activity for the kids who ride the bus.  The chair of this committee determines the theme and communicates with the 
students and parents through listserv messages and newsletter articles.  If interested, please contact Cindy Brennan, 
Health & Safety Standing Chair. 
  
Reflections Chair:  Reflections is the National PTA program that allows students to create works of art in six    
different areas (dance, film, literature, music, photography, or visual arts) based on a theme.  The theme this year is 
“Together We Can”.  This is a great chance for our students to showcase their talent.  This program runs in the 
fall, and  more detailed student information regarding entry and recognition is available.  If you are interested in 
coordinating the Reflections program for our students at May Watts, please contact Suzanne Hribal, Educational 
Enrichment Standing Chair.  Click HERE to get more information about the program.  
  
Family Science Night Chair/Co-chair:  The May Watts PTA provides an evening for the students and their    
families to learn about and participate in hands-on science activities.  The evening can include a stage presentation 
or stations with activities for the students from magnets, gravity, temperature, chemical reaction or many more.  The 
possibilities are endless.  We are looking for one or two interested parents who would like to coordinate this       
evening of scientific discovery for our families. If you are interested in assisting with the coordination of this event 
for May Watts, please contact Suzanne Hribal, Educational Enrichment Standing Chair. 
  
Parent Education Night/Cultural Night Co-Chair: May Watts is fortunate to be a very diverse community.  We 
would like to tap into the richness that makes up our school with an evening that captures traditions, beliefs, and 
even possibly the food of many different areas of the world.  We would like to invite a group of parents from our 
community who can show the beauty of its various cultures to become involved in arranging this evening for our 
school.  If you are interested, please contact Suzanne Hribal, Educational Enrichment Chair.   
 
Click HERE to see a list of all volunteer positions, including those that have already been filled.  
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May Watts News 

News from the gym 
 
We have just completed our Track and Field unit for third-fifth graders and  
locomotors for kindergarten --second graders.  All assessments have been sent 
home.  We have just started our Fitness testing unit for all grade levels.  Thanks so 
much to all of my parent helpers who have been in so far.  We will be testing 
through October, so please contact me if you can help.  I especially need help in the 
afternoons when I have K-2 students.  I have a copy of my schedule on my blog 
(just go to the May Watts web page and click on staff blogs -- Mrs. Andrews). 
 
Thanks to all of the parents who helped with the track and field event, including 
Janet Brancato, Rebecca Burns, Jenny Dickson, Char Freedlund, Margo Garza, 
Tina Jagshi, Lorraine Katz, Cathy Kerwin, Mary Kulla, Sue LaBarbera, Hoa Le, Cindy Nealon, Marianne 
Pankow, Linda Redman, Anne Ruden, Angela Terrell, Carrie Walker, Jessica Whang, and Amanda Wlo-
darczyk.   
 
Thanks, too, to all the parents who have signed up so far to help with fitness testing, including Julia Ballent, 
Debbie Bingham, Rebecca Burns, Jenny Dickson, Lee Ann Huang, Lorranie Katz, K. Kunka, Sue LaBarbera, 
Debbie Latham, Marianne Pankow, Susan Paoli, Sheryl Silagi, Lartees Stubblefield, Shelly Sullivan,  
 
Thanks also to all of the parents who have sent in chocolate for the running days.  We have enough now, so I 
won’t need any more donations for a while. 
 
Please check out my blog for further information. 

Terri Andrews 
PE Teacher 

Watts Up 

Vision and Hearing Screenings 
 

Vision and hearing screenings will be 
done this school year, January 18th and 
20th, 2011, by DuPage County Health De-
partment nurses or nurses from district 
204, as mandated by the state of Illinois, 
for the following children: 
 

• Kindergarten: hearing/vision if there 
is no mandated exam on file 

• 1st grade: hearing only 
• 2nd grade: hearing/vision 
• 3rd grade: hearing 
• Special education students : hearing /vision 
• Foster children : hearing/vision 
• Children new to district 204 or any student who 

does not have any documentation of previous   
testing: hearing/vision 

• Parent/teacher concerns: as indicated 
 

Children with glasses or hearing aids 

should have them with them on     

screening dates. 

 

BOO! 
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May Watts Elementary Receives the  
American Heart Association’s National  

“Heart Healthy School Award” 
 
Congratulations to May Watts Elementary for receiving the prestigious American Heart Association’s “Heart Healthy School 
Award.”  May Watts School competed against hundreds of other deserving schools nationwide. 
 

May Watts was chosen for this award because the school staff and PTA did an outstanding job demonstrating to students the 
importance of living a healthy lifestyle this past school year by promoting a special week entitled “ On the Move”, which ended 
the week with their Jump Rope for Heart “Celebration of Heart Health!” 
 

Terri Andrews, the P.E. teacher at May Watts, has been hosting Jump Rope for Heart for the past 6 years, but this year with the 
support and encouragement from Principal Mike Raczak, PTA members Karen Altekruse, Cindy Brennan, Cassie Burns, Ann 
Belskis, Julia Ballent, Susan Tracy, Diane Glonek and Pam Rohm all took a more active role promoting the event.  This left 
Terri free to work with other staff to focus on all the fun Jump Rope for Heart activities.   
 

The committee kicked off “On the Move” week with an all school assembly promoting the community service aspects of Jump 
Rope for Heart.  A video sharing a story of a child with heart disease was shown and a song entitled “It takes Heart to be a Hero” 
was being sung over and over by the students during recess that week.  Each day heart healthy tips were shared with the students 
and staff during morning announcements.  A Family Fitness Fair was held for the May Watts community on Thursday, May 5th. 
Local vendors participated in the fair and shared tips on how to stay healthy.   
 

Naperville Mayor George Pradel was invited to be the Heart Ambassador for all the festivities.  Being a heart disease survivor 
and an appreciative supporter of the American Heart Association, he gladly accepted the honor.   He attended both the Family 
Fitness Fair and Jump Rope for Heart on Friday, May 6th.    He looked as if he thoroughly enjoyed jumping rope with the kids. 
 

     
Mayor Pradel jumping rope with students                                                      Principal Mike Raczak,  
                     Terri Andrews, and Karen  
                     Altekruse with Award 
 

 

May Watts was able to double their efforts and doubled their results from the previous year by raising over $10,0000  in the fight 
against our nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers; cardiovascular disease and stroke.  The donations raised will fund lifesaving        
research and support educational programs in our community and throughout the country.  Once again, congratulations to      
everyone involved at May Watts Elementary for this well deserved award! 

Wondering what’s up in Art or Music class?   
Check out Ms. Hemmens’ blog —  

 http://www.mshemmensart.blogspot.com/ 

And Miss Boozell’s blog — 

 http://missboozellsblog.blogspot.com/ 

They’re updated weekly! 
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May Watts News 

Watts Up 

Eco Club 
 

May Watts' Ecology Club will be starting in October.  All returning 5th 
grade students are automatic members.  New students need to ap-
ply.  Please see Mrs. Covert if you have questions.  This year the Eco Club 
will focus on Ecology in Illinois.  Special attention will be given to our 
state's environment!  We will work to learn of some of the animals and 
plants that live in Illinois.  There are also plans to visit some of the sur-
rounding forest preserves. This will require parent help and I will be in 
need of drivers.  More on that later in the year. 
 
We will  continue with our cell phone and battery collection to keep these 
items out of the landfills.  Last year we did not collect many cell phones.  Please share this with friends, neighbors 
and co-workers.  May Watts donates these phones to S.C.A.R.C.E. in Glen Ellyn.  They use the money earned 
from old phones to send school books to needy areas.  For other news check out the Ecology Club blog at mwecol-
ogyclub.blogspot.com.  It has been a beautiful summer.  Fall will bring all its magic and charm with the beautiful 
colors and smells of change.  Enjoy! 
 
Ann Covert 
Ecology Club Sponsor/4th Grade Teacher 

 

PTA SNOcial Was Super Cool! 

 
Every year, the May Watts PTA throws an ice cream social to welcome students and their 
families back to school.  But this year’s event, the evening of Tuesday, September 21st, was 
different because they had sno-cones instead of ice cream, so everyone called it a SNOcial 
because it’s funny to say.  There was popcorn too!  It was a good time to visit with friends 
and talk to them.  You could also go up on stage and dance to the music.  The SNOcial 
started   outside on the blacktop and playground until it started raining and people saw light-
ning, then it moved inside.  Thank you Mrs. Altekruse and Mrs. Straub for working your 
hardest to make the SNOcial special! 
 
Katie Overman 
May Watts 4th Grader 
 

The author and her friends especially liked how the Blue Raspberry sno-cones 
turned their mouths blue (L to R: Jessie Long, Katie Overman, Kathleen Pankow 
and Megan Kozinski 
 

Photo by Cherie Long 

May Watts students are not afraid to bust a move! 
 
Photo by Karen Altekruse 
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LMC News 
 

Birthday Book Club 
 

Celebrate your child’s birthday by donating a book to the May 
Watts LMC.  For a $10 donation, your child can choose a book 
from our   birthday book collection. He or she will be named as 
the donor on a bookplate, will get a photo on the Birthday Book 
bulletin board, and will be the first person to check out the book.  
Forms are available on the Birthday Book Club bulletin board in 
the LMC, or they can be printed from the May Watts homepage. 
watts.ipsd.org 
 

New lost or damaged book policy 
 

To help simplify the collection of money and speed the replacement of lost books, parents will have a 
choice of: 
 
• Paying a flat fee to cover replacement and processing: 
 
  $20 – hardcover 
  $10 – paperback 
 
• Replacing the book on their own with one of the same quality (i.e. hardcover replaced with hard-

cover)This second option may save  parents some money, and it will hopefully get the book back on 
the shelf sooner. 

 

The Book Fair is Coming! 
 
Our Fall Book Fair, run through Anderson’s Bookfair 
Company, will be open for business Tuesday, Novem-
ber 2-Friday, November 5th.  Besides being available 
during school hours, it will be open during Parent/
Teacher Conferences all day on Tuesday, Nov. 5th, and 
in the evening on Thursday, Nov. 4th. This year, you 
will also have an opportunity to shop online for home 
delivery or pick-up from Anderson’s Bookshop in 
downtown Naperville. Stay tuned to May Watts web-
site to hear more about this exciting new option! 
 
To find out all you need to know about LMC policies, 
photos of recent events, and to search the May Watts 
online catalog, click the LMC tab on the May Watts 
homepage. watts.ipsd.org  Mrs. May also has a blog 

that you can reach from the homepage or go there directly at www.mwlmc.blogspot.com  The blog is 
chock full of book related links, recent LMC lessons, and reviews of great new books in our library. 
 
 
Laurie May 
LMC Director 
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 Mark Your Calendars 

Editor’s Note 

 
The November 2010 Watts Up will be posted the 
week of 11/1.  Please send me your articles by 
10/25! 
 
Maureen Overman 
630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

10/22/2010  End of Quarter 

 

11/2/2010  NO SCHOOL: Parent/Teacher 
    Conferences 8 am - 3 pm 

 

11/4/2010  Parent/Teacher Conferences  
    4:30 - 8 pm 

 

11/10/2010  Parent/Teacher Conferences   
    4:30 - 8 pm 

 

11/11/2010  NO SCHOOL: Veterans’ Day 

 

11/24-26/2010  NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break 

 

12/22/2010 - 
1/4/2011  NO SCHOOL: Winter Break 

 

1/5/2011  School resumes 

 

1/13/2011  End of Semester 

 

1/14/2011  NO SCHOOL: Teacher Work Day 

 

1/17/2011  NO SCHOOL:  
    Martin Luther King Day 

    

No School No School No School No School ————    

Tuesday, November 2, 2010 Tuesday, November 2, 2010 Tuesday, November 2, 2010 Tuesday, November 2, 2010 ————    

Parent/Teacher ConferencesParent/Teacher ConferencesParent/Teacher ConferencesParent/Teacher Conferences    
    

No School No School No School No School ————    

Thursday, November 11, 2010 Thursday, November 11, 2010 Thursday, November 11, 2010 Thursday, November 11, 2010 ————    

Veterans’ DayVeterans’ DayVeterans’ DayVeterans’ Day    
    

No School No School No School No School ————    

Wed.Wed.Wed.Wed.———— Fri., November 24  Fri., November 24  Fri., November 24  Fri., November 24 ---- 26, 2010  26, 2010  26, 2010  26, 2010 ————        

Thanksgiving BreakThanksgiving BreakThanksgiving BreakThanksgiving Break    

May Watts News  

M[y W[tts Night   

@t Culv_r’s   
 

Mark your calendar for 

Thursday, October 21th —  

Culver’s of Aurora (Rt. 59 

and 75th Street), is having 

May Watts Night!  From 4-8 

pm, our school will receive 

10% of all Culver’s sales 

(including drive-thru).  

And new this year — there 

will be a balloon twister 

artist on site!  So join the 

teachers, 

staff and 

other May 

Watts 

families 

for the 

fun! 

Watts Up 


