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“The future is ours to win.”
—Barack Obama

-4 Last month, | listened to President Obama’s Statke
- Union address. As a 58-year-old man, | became vel
reflective about how very different the world ha&scbme. Infor-
mation is changing instantaneously. New technolsggplacing
outdated modes of production. If our childrentarbecome self-sufficient citizens in the’21
century, they will have to navigate a world in whiteir profession will change several times
during the course of the careers. What will ourldidook like 20 years from now? So much
different from my dial phone and black-and-whitketesion childhood!

As Mr. Obama spoke, however, he did a strike actcbbold-fashioned traditional values. He
spoke of the importance of family support in theeation of our children.

It continues to be clear that our children’s futsoecess is dependent on our connection to
them and their performance in school. The taskdsadaunting, but really it is not. Let me
offer some simple suggestions:

1. Stay connected to the schoolContinue to check the May Watts News, the district
and school web pages, and classroom blogs. [ffgali’ that things are not going
well, please feel free to call or drop a noteroag the teacher if you have concerns.

2. Take an active interest in your child. Monitor their progress in school. Don't just
ask "What did you do in school today?" Ask quasilike "What are your latest test
grades?", "What did you do best today? ", “Whaydo need help with?”

3. Have a daily check-in time with your entire famly. Spend 5 minutes each and
every day to share something good or somethingmgbod that occurred. Try to eat
dinner together a few times a week. Turn offtheand read together for 15 to 20

minutes. ,,,_ l"'r
4. Visit the school once before JuneCome to a PTA ° s g,
meeting, a Parent Advisory Committee Meeting, Open-—— v
House Night, Family Science Night, or the Fun Fair
Walk to School. Volunteer if you are able! Astpars,
we can achieve so much.

As many parents know, these suggestions are eadfetobut ca
be hard to accomplish. In retrospect, | wish llddwave been a
better father to my children. Be brave, howeweick one. Try
your best. Good luck meeting your resolutions goals!

Michael Raczak
May Watts Principal
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‘ May Watts PTA Fun Fair
‘ 1lam — 3pm

— - — »

SAVE THE DATE! The Fun Fair is returning to May Watts on Saturdégrch 19, 2011!
The Fair will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 pahMay Watts School. The Fun Fair is
afternoon full of fun, games, food, and best ofaltes! Come for an hour or stay all da

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: To make this event successful, we need many vaunte
help staff games, prize redemption, tickets and fdoms, Dads, and older children arg
encouraged to help out (this is a great opportunitylder children to do community ser
vice)! There will be three shifts: 11:00 — 1:00;d®- 2:00, and 1:00 — 3:00. This way y(
can volunteer and still have plenty of time to grjoe Fair! Please contact Deborah
McDonagh 630-219-3949 aleborah.e.mcdonagh@gmail.céarvolunteer.

BAKE SALE: We need over 100 plates of cupcakes for the Caltk. Wéde also need doz
ens more baked goods. All May Watts families amanaged to participate. Please con
Jennifer Cronin at 630-357-6327 @onin616@comcast.ns&i volunteer.

TICKETS: All activities, including the Cake Walk, will reqei tickets. We have over 15
games and activities and most will require betwkand 3 tickets to play. You'll want to
get your tickets early so you won't have to waline at the door to buy tickets! Pre-sale
Ticket forms were sent home via backpack mail. &ktrms are available in the front
office.
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/!

SILENT AUCTION: NEW This Year! We have over 20 themed baskets filled with do

a_

tions from many of our own May Watts families adlvas local businesses, Chicago spqrts
teams and downtown Naperville stores. This evemhfses to be a great time and all pjo-

ceeds benefit our entire May Watts community. &dogyour family and friends, bring y
checkbook and join us for some fun! The Silenttfarcis held at May Watts during the

ur

Fun Fair, March 19th 2011. All donated items \#t a retail value, opening bid and name

of donor. All bids will increase in $5.00 increnten We will run this from 11am — 2:15p
The winners will be announced at 2:30. It wouldhledpful if the winner is there to colleq
their prize, but not required. Check our websiteny.wattspta.oryjfor basket themes an

listing of items! More details coming soon...Makeesto bring cash or your check book

on Saturday, March 19th!

For more information contact Jennifer Straulbpdstraub@yahoo.conor 630.428.4013.

Jennifer Straub
Fun Fair Chair
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630-428-4013




Looking for a PTA Directory/Membership Coordinator

Debbie Hagel, the current Directory/Membership Caomator will be retiring after this year. We ao®k-
ing for someone to work with Debbie this spring @adly next fall collecting and organizing the PTA

membership and directory inform~
tory in the fall. The work can be

The membership/directory inform
Database. Familiarity with Acces
but not necessary. Most of the
PTA membership information is
base, and in the fall when the dat
bership changes and to add new
year. The directory is usually

tion, as well astmg the direc-
done on your dvame.

tion is housed Microsoft Access
or Open Offiod &xcel is a plus,
work is done engpring when
collected and updatetthe data-
base is updatexflect any mem-
families/studentséaschool
published in Meto

Contact Debbie Hagel at 630-357-021@&lohagel@wideopenwest.camfind out more about this
positior

Th aﬂ kS to the following parents who answered the emailiest)

for vision and hearing volunteers. Our parent utders on January 18 wers
Meg Smith, Claire Krzyzewski, Giri Mekapati, Monidaudes, Maria Gloria

Arlene Farrar, Helen Elliott, Analisa Buendicho and
Vaishali Khanna. The screenings ran smoothlykba
to their assistance.

Cindy Brennan
Health and Safety Standing Chair
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Happy New Year (it seems strange to say that,
this is our first newsletter of 2011)! I just wédat

keep you up- to-date on some of the great thing
PTA has been working on for the second semes
of school.

Educational Enrichment Committéested an eve-
ning reception for all the participants in the Refl
tions program last month and also arranged for
Electricity’s first-ever visit to our school’s Falwi
Science Night held on February™7

Health and Safety Committéwas been busy work-
ing with S.C.A.R.C.E (School and Community As
sistance for Recycling and Composting Educatic
and Ms. Covert’'s Eco Club on a project to evalui
lunchtime waste at May Watts. A group of brave
and dedicated individuals will be taking an up-elpeek at what REALLY ends up in lunch room
garbage cans!

Hard to believe, but our Service Committeses already thrown the last classroom party of/dse —

Social Committee’satest project was the May Watts staff dinnerRfAé\ hosted the evening of on
February 2%. Our dedicated group of parent helpers alwaysentlais event special for our hard
working teachers and support staff on conferengktni

Fun Fair will be held Saturday, March™9Look for new ways to get in on the fun with ergdad
auction items, a unique Mother’s Day shopping oppuoty (shhh...) and the great food, games and ¢

hottest accessory for spring at May Watts!
Our Executive Committeis also hard at work on a very important PTA difwyming a nominating com-

mittee. Each May the general membership votesievaslate of officers (President! ¥P, 2 VP,
Treasurer and Secretary) to lead the PTA for tHeviing school year. The committee is composed o

positions. According to PTA by-laws, officers magnge up to two years in an office, but must be
re-elected each May. If you are interested in sgrein the PTA Executive Board, please contact the
Nominating Committee chairperson to submit your @am

Have a safe and warm February — we’ll see you maxith!

Cassie Burns
May Watts PTA President

Valentine’s Day. Many thanks to everyone who céoneard to be parent helpers for this special day.

Ways and Meaneontinues to organize projects to help financialipport all the great work done by our
other committees. In addition to our ongoing MarRal sales and Box Tops redemptions, our expanded

ke

walk our families love. Watch upcoming issued\adtts Upfor a sneak peek at why rubber ducks will be

3

executive board members and 2 at-large PTA memtdeossvaluate potential candidates for the officer's



REFLECTIONS 2010/2011
“Together We Can...”

‘Make the World a Better Place’, ‘Work TogetherSave \
Planet Earth’, ‘Reuse and Recycle’, ‘CAN’, Help our
Teachers’, ‘Plant Trees’, ‘Try’...these are only afef the
ways our talented students chose to finish this'y&arA
Reflectiongheme. Students took extra time away fro
their lives to create a submission within four iaf s
categories: Visual Arts, Literature, Photograangd
Film-Video Production.

We would like to congratulate all our students who
submitted entries and received participation reitamm

Visual Arts: George B. (1S), Josh L. (3BR), Arush B. (2C),

Charlotte D. (4W), Abby H. (4W), Arran H. (3BR) alsella V. (3BR),

Emma E. (1C), Ashini S. (4G), Amruthavarsa B. (1€)igdha G. _
(3BR), Snehal M. (1C), Snigdha M. (5P), ChristopGe(3BR)

Film: Kimberly H. (3BR)

We would also like to congratulate all our studexit® submitted entries and were chogen
by May Watts staff to advance to the District 28ddl. These students’ projects were gent
on to be judged among submissions from all thisty schools in the District. Students
who received advancing recognition were:

Visual Arts: Eliana P. (2B)Catherine C. (KW)*, Meghana B. (5G), Noah H. (3BR), Arun S. (2B),
Emma S. (3BR), Mia L. (KB), Ayushi B. (5G), Jude(&B)

Literature: David B. (4B), Nathan P. (3A)
Film-Video Production: Mehr K. (4G), Matilda A. (3BR)
Photography: Ben M. (4B), Ryan M. (3BA)

Be on the lookout in an upcomingatts Upfor next year’s theme for the PTRReflections
Art Program. We will give you the theme as soomasknow it so that all returning stuj
dents will have a jump start on their projects.r @oal for Mr. Raczak and the PTA is tc
have one hundreldeflectionsentries to judge for the 2011/2012 school year!

Suzanne Hribal
Educational Enrichment Chair

*This student’s art went one additional level and cntinued to the lllinois PTA’s District 36 Reflections Judging.
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A Visit From
A New Hero

N et s
3"%» Rl oy WO
I

Marine Corporal Mark Scott, describing his worktie upper classes of Mark Scott, talking to Mrs. Beutler's 4th

May Watts students who came to hear him spealeit khC grggi class about his life in the Marine

Old school friend, new marine hero. The day was Friday, December 17, 2010 at
2:30 pm. Children headed out of the classroom towards the library. Students filed
in and sat down to wait for Marine Corporal Mark Scott's presentation to begin. His
presentation was about what his job is and what he does during his job time.
Marine Corporal Scott is being a marine to pay for college. He came to May Watts
because he went to school here for first and second grade and because his mother
contacted Mr. Raczak over the summer so he could speak with the kids of May
Watts. Soon Mark Scott will be leaving to go to Afghanistan to do his job. His job is
in amphibious reconnaissance (amphibious troops, like Mark Scott, are trained to
fight on both land and sea, and reconnaissance means to scout out information
about new places and potential enemies*). Marine Corporal Scott talked to the kids
about his job and what it’s like to be a Marine. He would like us to write to him
while he is over in Afghanistan. He will help protect the people there against
terrorists.

Sophie Magill and Kate Romanco
5th graders, Mr. Vaid’s class

*source: Dictionary.com
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We have started our Heart Adventure units in abgrlev-
els. Students learn heart healthy concepts byrexmmeng
meaningful activities and games. They get to Heeltlood"
inside the body and learn first hand how the catarly
system works. This is usually their favorite uamd they
learn an amazing amount of information to help tmeake
healthy choices in the future.

We have spent a lot of time in class discussinggesnand
lifestyle choices. Fifty percent of what they ldde on the
inside and outside of their body is genetic, areddther half
is the choices that they make. They have leaimed t
following concepts:

Oxygen and Carbon dioxide exchange in the body

Arteries and veins carry blood with and without gew

Cholesterol, being a couch potato, and smokindher¢hree things that are bad for the
heart (risk factors for heart disease). These&laneces that they can make to change
their bodies on the outside and inside. Ask yduldavhat they learned about those ar-
eas. You may be surprised at how much they harade.

How cholesterol affects their arteries and heaatthe

What kinds of things are passed on geneticallyr{fyour parents)

What foods have high cholesterol

The functions of the lungs, atrium, arteries, aaiohy

The pathway of the blood

Students will take a written test on these con-
cepts, but by playing the games, they experi-
ence the answers. The third-fifth grade stu-
dents will be doing an exercise activity jour-
nal for their assignment this quarter. Look for
this to come home soon. | will post it on my
blog under assignments.

Our next unit will be Rhythms and Dance.

See my blog ataywattspe.blogspot.cofar
my top ten Healthy and Fast Market Day
items and other information including class
assignments.

Terri Andrews
Physical Education Teacher
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Time For KidsandScholastianagazine

We couldn’t do any of this without the help of patelike you. Thank you to everyone who becamelia

PTA member this year, and who supports us thrguggrams like MarketDay, BoxTops and Manng
gift cards!
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The March 201Watts Upwill be posted the

week of March 7th. Please send me your
articles by February 28.

Maureen Overman
630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com

MAY WATTS
ELEMENTARY WINS
ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE
AWARD!

Earlier this month, the lllinois State Board
of Education and Northern lllinois
University unveiled the State Honor Roll.
Making up part of this list are schools
which qualify for the Academic Excellence
Award. This achievement recognizes
schools in which 90 percent or more

( students meet or exceed state standards

in reading and math for at least three
consecutive years. May Watts was one of
17 district 204 schools to win the
Academic Excellence Award this year —
and for May Watts, it is the fourth
straight year ! Congratulations to our
wonderful staff, our dedicated teachers
and our awesome students!

GO WOLVERINES!!!

sources: janet_buglio@ipsd.org reporting on
ipsdweb.ipsd.org, Mr. Michael Raczak and

http://www.ilhonorroll.niu.edu/scripts/main.asp?a
wtype=E&year=2010
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