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A Note from the Principal 
 

Throughout my entire District #204 administrative career, I have asked parents to 
join me in recognizing the accomplishments of the teachers and staff during 
Teacher Appreciation Week in early May. 
 

From my first day in this wonderful building, I have been humbled by a truly great group of 
professionals.  It has been a pleasure to watch their enthusiasm, dedication, caring attitude and 
hard work.  Some examples include: 
 
• Teachers were in the building throughout the 

summer.  They were planning.  They were       
preparing their rooms for the children.  They  
were developing curriculum. 

 

• Three of the May Watts teachers were featured 
speakers at the last District #204 Institute — 21st 
Century Learning.  It took many hours of plan-
ning.  

 

• Although I work some long hours, I always have company (I mean I have company at       
6 PM, 7 PM and 8 PM). 

 

• As incredible as it seems, to date (going on my fourth year!), I have never had a teacher 
say no to working on their own time if they knew it would help a student.  There have 
been no complaints. 

 

• The office staff is dedicated (it is a joy to see Helen and Karen work with the children).  
The custodians are cheerful (ask your kids about Mr. Boyle). The teacher assistants are 
child-centered. 

 

• The students are educated in an incredible manner each and every day.  May Watts teach-
ers have a passion for their profession.  They truly care for your children. 

 
I am a lucky administrator!  Help me celebrate Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  Despite the recent news and negative press, the teachers at 
May Watts truly care about your children.  Believe it or not, most of 
our teachers receive only a small handful of thank you notes in their 
careers.  Time usually slips away and parents or students forget to 
thank their teachers.  I have attached a Staff Recognition sheet which 
is located in this issue (page 7).  If you have the time and know a well-
deserving May Watts staff  member, fill out the form and return it to 
the office.  It will be shared with them during Teacher Appreciation 

Week.  You can recognize a teacher, assistant, support person, secretary and custodian.  Let’s 
celebrate their accomplishments.  

 

 

Michael Raczak 
May Watts Principal 
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PTA Wants You To Know... 

Watts Up 

A Big Thank You 
 

As a parent who relies on the crossing guards to get my daughter 
safely across the street to school, I want to say THANK YOU!!  

My daughter Julia crosses every morning and afternoon at Amble-
side and Whispering Hills.  Diane, the crossing guard at that spot, is 
such a sweetheart -- always out there braving the cold, rain and 
snow.   

On the morning of February 24th, I saw Diane do the most amazing 
thing -- it honestly brought tears to my eyes.   As she went out into the street with her yellow vest and big red stop 
sign, three kids were crossing, my daughter included.  A car driving southbound in front of the school was approach-
ing the crosswalk, and although the driver was driving slow, she was not stopping.  Diane waved her sign and yelled 
"STOP," but the driver still did not respond.   Diane put herself between the moving car and the kids to block them 
from harm.  The driver finally stopped about a foot away from Diane!!!  It was amazing to see Diane not even give a 
second thought before protecting those kids.  I have no doubt (as I had a bird’s eye view) that if Diane was not there, 
my Julia would have been hit by that car.   

I am eternally grateful to Diane.  I just wanted to say thank you to her, as well as Sue, Amanda and Lorraine.  You 
ladies are out there every day, protecting our kids, and sometimes we take it for granted.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you, a million times thank you! 

  

Meg Smith 
May Watts parent 

Another Big Thank You 
 
On February 17th, we had our largest Family Science Night ever, with 96 families    
participating!  We could not have done it without our fabulous 5th grade helpers and Mr. 
Schumann!  We had 16 fabulous 5th graders who volunteered to attend two after-
school practice sessions and arrive early on Science Night.  This was even before Mr. 
Schumann announced at the second practice that he would give them extra credit!  
The 5th grade volunteers were Ayushi B., Amanda B., Allison C., Brianna C., Ally F., 
Ben F., Hayley G., Alice K., Charlie K., Daniel O., Ryan P., Kshitij S., Vikas S.,     
Shaelynn T., Francesca T., and Ethan Y.  
 

We would also like to thank our PTA parent volunteers.  Karen Altekruse and Julia 
Ballent arrived early to assist with last-minute details, warmly greeted all families at the 

check-in table and cleaned up.  Chris Farrar, Claire Krzyzewski and Archana Sharma helped to coordinate the   
families to meet with a team of 5th graders who demonstrated a   magnet or light bulb experiment.   
 

Of course, a PTA event could never be pulled off without the assistance of the May Watts office staff, especially Mrs. 
Keene, who checks the calendars and secures the event date and Mrs. Golat who assists her with collecting all of 
the RSVP forms and fielding questions.  Our Head Custodian, Mr. Boyle, insured the multi-purpose room, stage and 
gym were set up and ready to go!   
 

Mr. Lester Erwin, who presented the Magic of Electricity program, says he was very impressed with all of the       
children and said it was only the second time in many years that his show went longer than one hour.  He says he 
thoroughly enjoyed demonstrating various static electricity experiments, and showing them some very cool devices 
such as the Jacob’s Ladder, Plasma Balls, Van de Graaff and Tesla Coils.  
 

A big thanks to all of the families who attended Family Science Night. 
 

Cindy Brennan and Arlene Farrar 
Family Science Night Co-Chairs 
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Manna Gift Cards 

The May Watts PTA has earned $960 from the Manna Gift Card Program this school year!  Thank you to          
everyone who has participated!  The PTA uses this money to fund such activities/items as: Reader Incentive 
Program, education periodicals, classroom parties, assignment notebooks, Fifth Grade Farewell, assemblies, and 
much more!  
 
The PTA will be running the Manna Gift Card Fundraiser once more this school year.  Please watch backpack mail for order 
forms coming home in early April.  Remember, every order helps us earn more to support our children's scholastic experience. 
 
Also, there is never an extra cost to you in ordering the gift cards.  You only pay for the value of the cards you are order-
ing.  May Watts then gets a percentage back from every card purchased.  Every order, no matter how small, earns the school 
money.  There are hundreds of different gift cards to choose from, including iTunes, Panera Bread, Jewel, Dominick's, Home 
Depot, Lowes, WalMart, Starbucks, Downtown Naperville and many more.  Watch your backpack mail in early April!  

 

Brook Barker                                                                                                                                                                               
Manna Gift Cards Chair 

PTA Wants You To Know... 

March 2011 

Square 1 Art is on its way! Square 1 Art is on its way! Square 1 Art is on its way! Square 1 Art is on its way! 
Square 1 is a fundraiser for May Watts Elementary that 

takes your child’s artwork and places it on everything from 

quilt squares to coffee mugs to gift cards!  Many of these 

items can be personalized too.  What a great gift idea for 

Mother’s Day or  Father’s Day!  Your children, with the help 

of Ms. Hemmens, have been creating beautiful artwork for 

this project.  Look for your personalized order forms along 

with product photos sometime in March or early April. 

Calling all ART STARS! 

 
The PTA-sponsored ART STARS program brings our own May 
Watts student art gallery to the school foyer.  We are in need of 
some new masterpieces to hang there — May Watts students, 
please lend us one of YOUR creative works!  You can contribute 
2D or 3D pieces, created at home or in class.   
 
Please label your artwork with your name and classroom and 
place it in the main office in the ART STARS folio or box. 
 
Thank you to our ART STARS who currently have beautiful pieces on display:  KF’s Chris-
tina G., 2 BA’s Ashley H. and Eliana P., 2BR’s Elizabeth H. and 4B’s Riley H..   Very nice 
work! 

PTA Bulletin Board Committee 
Andrea Hirniak-Sandy,  
630-416-2036/haole67@yahoo.com and  
Paula Popko,  
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Box Tops Collected  
As of 2/11/11 

 

             "Coming On  
Teacher          Strong" Contest           Total 
           10/16/10-2/11/11   
Anco     156          349 
Baldwin    571          947 
Baumann    123          385 
Benyo       92          247 
Beutler     299          601 
Brayton    107           522 
Bronson    241          632 
Brouch     266          651 
Cerrato      203          340 
Chamernik    265          467 
Covert     387          637 
Faulhaber           134          444 
Gaughan    128           257 
Giarrante    122          412 
Gilbert     220          644 
Pedersen    541       1,067 
Peterson    110          216 
Philipp     268            366 
Schumann    435          699 
Sobin     243          469 
Vaid     196          430 
Wilke     343          896 
Winslow    100           348 
Wolfe     106          443 
Anonymous    375          644 
_______________________________ 
Total             1,147          13,113
            
               $1,311.30 

May Watts News 

Watts Up 

 

Box Tops for Education 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Wilke’s class for winning the              
Kindergarteners only contest which ended 12/17/10 and to Mr. 
Baldwin’s class for winning the “Coming on Strong” Contest 
which ended on 2/11/11.  Both classes will celebrate with treats 
and juice.  Thanks to Ashley H.’s contribution of 426 Box Tops 
(see photo, page 12), which she collected with a little help from 
her grandma and the Meijer’s promotion, Mr. Baldwin’s class fin-
ished with 571, edging out Ms. Pedersen (541) and Mr. Schumann 
(435). 
 

Reminder that if we reach our Box Tops 
fundraising goal of col- lecting 21,000 Box 
Tops by 4/29/11, the teacher whose class 
collects the most Box Tops throughout the 
school year will turn Mr. Raczak into a 
human ice cream   sundae at an        
assembly!  As of 2/11/11, the school 
total was 13,113.  Ms. Pedersen’s class was 
in the lead with 1,067 Box Tops, closely 
followed by Mr. Bald- win (947) and Mrs. 
Wilke (896).  We are also holding a “Race 
to the Finish” contest for Box Tops col-
lected from 2/12/11 through 4/29/11 – anybody’s game! 
 

Thanks to your support of the May Watts PTA Box Tops program, 
we received a check from General Mills for $1,498.22 in Decem-
ber, 2010 to cover activity from 2/13/10 – 10/15/10.  Our next 
check in April, 2011 should be over $600.  Those little ten-cent 
Box Tops add up! 
 

To submit Box Tops, place your unexpired Box Tops in an       
envelope or bag with your teacher’s name (and optionally, your 
child’s name) on it and drop the envelope/bag in the Box Tops for 
Education Box in the LMC.  You could also tape Box Tops to the 
Race to the Finish collection sheet on page 8.  The complete list of 
qualifying products is on the www.btfe.com website:  http://
www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=3878.  Don’t forget 
to ask your relatives, friends, and neighbors! 
 

We also earn Box Tops via Grow Local Learning email sign ups 
(http://www.growinglocallearning.com/) and “ebates” from shop-
ping on-line through Box Tops Marketplace http://
www.boxtops4education.com/earn/marketplace/Default.aspx to 
companies including Oriental Trading Company, shutterfly, 1-
800flowers, Apple Store, kohls.com, overstock.com, and more. 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 
Julia Ballent, Box Tops Chair 
jtball7@yahoo.com 
630-717-7285 
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May Watts News 
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Family Science Night, February 17, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We 5th graders made a great “warm-up band” for the Magic of Electricity show on February 17th!  There 
were 16 of us who paired up at stations in the multi-purpose room to demonstrate two experiments we’d 
just learned in our science unit.  We showed how to turn a needle into a temporary magnet (by rubbing it 
50 times against a bar magnet) to pick up a paperclip.  We showed how to make a complete circuit by 
attaching a wire to a D cell battery (power source) and a light bulb.  Then we all went into the gym, 
where Mrs. Farrar led us in a short game of “Are you Smarter than a Fifth Grader?”  Four parents volun-
teered to come up and try to answer questions about the magnet or light bulb experiment.  They had a 
hard time answering the questions, so the 5th graders won! 
 

Next, Mr. Lester Erwin, a scientist from Argonne National Laboratory on the Advanced Photon Source, 
presented the Magic of Electricity show.  He started with many static electricity experiments you can 
even do at home.  He turned the stage and gym into a science lab with all of his cool equipment like a 
Jacob’s Ladder, Tesla Coils, plasma balls and Van de Graaff.  He brought the Van de Graaff machine 
he built himself which he said we might see again if we take high school physics.  Two 5th graders, Alice 
K. and I, got to demonstrate it in front of everyone.  It was a hair-raising experience!    
   

Mr. Erwin also talked about inventors like Ben Franklin and Thomas Edison, and told us how to be safe 
when there is lightning.  At the end of the show, we turned off all of the lights and there were a ton of 
bright cool lights and Star Wars music!   
 

Thanks to Mrs. Farrar, Mr. Schumann and my mom for practicing with us two times afterschool.  Family 
Science Night was a huge success; we hope everyone loved it!  

Amanda B. 
Fifth Grader, Ms. Pedersen’s class 
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Dear Parents and Families, 
  
You are invited to our Scholastic Book Fair, a reading event packed with excitement for students 
and families. 
  
Our theme – Book Fair Carnival  – will make reading as entertaining as a carnival midway.  The 
entire school community will delight in an exciting atmosphere of great books, thrilling stories, and 
fun.  Readers of all ages will walk away from the Book Fair with the grandest prize of all: a lifelong 
love of reading! 
  
The more a child reads, the stronger reader he or she becomes.  Strong reading skills are essential 
to a child’s success in school and life.  Our Book Fair encourages this success by offering students 
access to great books at affordable prices.  Children are more likely to read books they personally 
choose.  The wide variety of choices offered at our Book Fair ensures that there will be something 
for everyone! 
 
If you’re all booked up during Book Fair week (or j ust want to keep shopping), be sure to 
visit the Book Fair online at www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs . The online Book Fair: 
 

• allows your child to send wish lists, inviting fami ly and friends to participate in the   
 Book Fair 
• offers an expanded book selection – books for all a ges, even adult titles 
• is available for an extended time: March 6th to Mar ch 21st (Online dates only) 

  
Please join us to make this Book Fair the BEST our school has ever seen.  I look forward to seeing 
you at the Fair! 
 

Fair Dates: 3/14 – 3/18 + during the Fun Fair, 3/19 
Shopping Times: Monday – Friday 8:45-4:15 
During the Fun Fair Saturday, March 19th, 11:00-3:00 
 

Also, check out our May Watts Book Fair homepage at http://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/maywatts  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. May 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 © 2011 Scholastic Inc. 9100 •  9081  
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Staff Recognition FormStaff Recognition FormStaff Recognition FormStaff Recognition Form    
    

At May Watts Elementary School, we realize the importance of our staff.  I know At May Watts Elementary School, we realize the importance of our staff.  I know At May Watts Elementary School, we realize the importance of our staff.  I know At May Watts Elementary School, we realize the importance of our staff.  I know 

that a special staff member can make a difference in the life of a student.  I would that a special staff member can make a difference in the life of a student.  I would that a special staff member can make a difference in the life of a student.  I would that a special staff member can make a difference in the life of a student.  I would 

like to recognize staff members who make a difference and I need your help to do like to recognize staff members who make a difference and I need your help to do like to recognize staff members who make a difference and I need your help to do like to recognize staff members who make a difference and I need your help to do 

so.so.so.so.    
    

Please complete this form and send it to my office.  Remember this staff member Please complete this form and send it to my office.  Remember this staff member Please complete this form and send it to my office.  Remember this staff member Please complete this form and send it to my office.  Remember this staff member 

could be a teacher, assistant, support person, clerical staffer, custodian, etc. could be a teacher, assistant, support person, clerical staffer, custodian, etc. could be a teacher, assistant, support person, clerical staffer, custodian, etc. could be a teacher, assistant, support person, clerical staffer, custodian, etc.     

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!    
    

Mr. RaczakMr. RaczakMr. RaczakMr. Raczak    
 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ********************************************* 

 

Parent Name________________________________________________  

 

Student Name_______________________________________________ 

 

Staff Name __________________________________________________ 
 

Reason for Nomination 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return to the May Watts office ASAP!  Thank you! 
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What has your PTA  
done for you lately? 

 
 

Spring Staff DinnerSpring Staff DinnerSpring Staff DinnerSpring Staff Dinner     
 

After school Enrichment Classes 
 

Fun Fair!Fun Fair!Fun Fair!Fun Fair!        
        

popcorn in class for your kids 
   

Assignment notebooks for grades 3-5   
 

Time For Kids and Scholastic magazines 

Family Science Night                     

       Art Awareness 
We couldn’t do any of this without the help of parents like you.  Thank you to everyone who became a 
PTA  member this year, and who supports us through programs like MarketDay, BoxTops and Manna 
gift cards! 

March 2011 

Wondering what’s new in the 

LMC?  You can find out — look 

it up on Mrs. 

May’s blog  
http://

www.mwlmc.blogspot.com/ 
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Market Day 
 
Have you ordered  
Market Day lately?  It is Dessert Bonus Days where 
your dessert or pie purchase counts even more!  This 
month, purchase any dessert or pie from Market Day 
and we earn extra funds up to 45% for May Watts. The 
more you buy, the more we earn.  The new Cherry 
Struesel, Triple Berry Supreme, or fabulous Mint 
Brownie Blast pie are sure to be a hit.  FREE this 
month, order $80 and receive a FREE tray of mani-
cotti.  It’s time to stock up for your springtime holi-
days and family gatherings, so give Market Day a try.  
Look for an order form in your child’s backpack or go 
to marketday.com for more details.  Orders can be 
placed online until April 1st, pickup is at the school 
multi-purpose room on April 5th from 6-6:45pm.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 

Do you want to help our school but have a tough time 
volunteering during the day?  Market Day might be 
perfect for you!  It is an hour or two once a month dur-
ing late afternoons and early evenings. You could help 
by greeting customers, filling orders, or helping sort 
items.  If you would like to volunteer let us know! 
 
 

Margie Fazio 
Market Day Co-coordinator 

Watts Up 

Eco Club News 
 
Eco Club students have been working hard 
on the school projects.  At present our 
"supply" of donated items is growing!   
Wonderful!!  We are collecting pennies for 
Willowbrook, used batteries to protect 
groundwater sources, crayons for 
S.C.A.R.C.E., and cell phones to help raise 
money to send school books to 3rd world 
countries.  We always need Altoid mint cans 
for crayon collections as well.  All of these 
items can continue to be brought to school 
and placed in the containers near the        
office.  Please share this news with family 
members, friends and co-workers. 
 
Eco Club members worked on 2/28/11 to educate MW students and staff by "decorating" bathrooms with 
fun and unusual animal facts.  Always learning! 
 
This is a great group that is always eager to share their observations of wildlife on the weekends.  They are 
passionate about the outdoors and respectful when listening to others. 
 
Mrs. Ann Covert 
4th grade teacher  

M[y W[tts Night [t  

Culv_r’s   
 

Mark your 

calendar 

for 

Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, 

May 4thMay 4thMay 4thMay 4th —  

Culver’s of 

Aurora (Rt. 

59 and 75th Street), is having 

May Watts Night!  From 4-8 

pm, our school will receive 

10% of all Culver’s sales 

(including drive-thru).  So 

join the teachers, staff and 

other May Watts families for 

the fun! 
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News from the gym 

We have just completed our dance unit in K-5.  Students have brought home all assessments. 
 
Here are some of the concepts and skills that students learned in K-2 during our unit: 
  

1.  How to count the beat to the music, and move to that beat. 
2.  How to choreograph their own dance moves 
3.  Strategies to help them be more creative 
4.  Levels (high, medium, low) - ask them to show you a pose in those levels 
5.  Basic swing dance 
6.  Basic line dance 
 
Here are some of the concepts and skills that third-fifth grade students learned in this unit: 

(all of the above, plus) 
 
1. How to use levels and pathways to increase the creativity and skill level of their dances 
2. How to design a routine that fits a given pattern  
3. To cooperate and work with a partner and a small group to choreograph and perform a dance 
4. Intermediate swing dance skills and line dance skills 
5. Following a four square writing plan to plan routines 
6. Counting music in sets of 8(sentence), and in groups of 32 (paragraph) 
 

Please support our May Watts students by attending our Watts Whirl.  This dance will be held March 16th.  
Many students and families are signed up for the 6:30 pm time slot.  Although it might be a bit late for     
kindergarten and first grade students, second graders especially and all who can make it are encouraged to 
please come to the 7:30-8:30 pm session if at all possible.    

We are now starting our new unit for K-2: cooperative challenges and problem solving.  We will work 
through challenges that require problem solving and cooperation to participate.  They will then begin a    
review of ball skills.  Third-fifth graders are working on their basketball skills. 

Mrs. Terri Andrews 
Physical Education Teacher 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Editor’s Note 
 

The April 2011 Watts Up will be posted the week 
of 4/4.  Please send your articles by March 21st, 
and have an awesome Spring Break! 
 

Maureen Overman 
630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

3/25/2011 End of Third Quarter   
  and report cards issued 
 
3/28/2011 - 
4/1/2011 Spring Break! 
 
4/22/2011 NO SCHOOL (local holiday) 

 
4/25/2011 NO SCHOOL (school improvement planning) 

 
5/20/2011 NO SCHOOL (school improvement planning) 

 
5/30/2011 NO SCHOOL (Memorial Day) 

 
6/7/2011 Last day of school (if no more snow days) 
 

May Watts News  

Watts Up 

May Watts PTA 

launches Website! 
 

The May Watts PTA has a 
new website, created to keep 
you up-to-date on PTA events 
and activities and to put 
forms and documents you 
need at your finger-
tips.  We've all been there 
when it's time to return the 
form for the Fun Fair and it's nowhere to be found!   
Now, the Fun Fair will have its own page on the website, including 
forms you can download and return.  If you cannot recall when the  
Market Day forms are due, check out the new Calendar feature.  We 
want to make it easy for you to get information, communicate with 
PTA leaders, get the most out of the PTA, and get involved.   
 
You can access the new website by clicking on "PTA" on  
the school website or by going directly to: 

www.wattspta.org 

Save Those Box Tops! 

Ashley H. got her grandma to help her    
collect Box Tops for May Watts, and these, 
together with bonus Box Tops from the 
Meijer’s January/February promotion 
(Ashley collected 426 altogether!), gave Mr. 
Baldwin’s class the edge they needed to 
clinch the “Coming On Strong” contest.  
They won a room party with treats and juice 
— congratulations 2nd graders in 2BA! 

Don’t Forget… 

 

Saturday, March 19, 2011 

May Watts PTA Fun Fair 
11am – 3pm 

Hope to see you there! 


